FY 2007-2008 In-service Training Proposal

Home Buyer Education and Some Critical Housing Issues


In-service Title: Home Buyer Education and Some Critical Housing Issues 
Agenda/Description of In-service:  
Description:     Florida has several critical housing-related issues that include housing affordability, natural disaster, energy efficiency and indoor environment quality problems. This two-day training consists of two major parts: Home Buyer Education training and updates on critical housing issues.  On the first day of the training, in-depth training of home buyer education will be provided using updated Home Buyer Education textbooks and presentation materials. First-time home buyer education programs, partnering with local/regional homeownership assistance programs (e.g., SHIP), play important role to assist low-income families in overcoming the housing affordability issues. This program provide education sessions to low-income families so that they could make proper housing tenure choices by learning both benefits and responsibilities of home ownership, be financially prepared for purchase and maintenance of their homes, and learn how to maintain their homes. Housing and Environment Focus Team (Goal V) and other FCS State and County Faculty members (20) are currently working together to update entire Home Buyer Education Curriculum. We will finish this update by end of this calendar year (2007).  Information on practical education techniques and discussions for better implementation of the program will be shared.  This in-depth training will provide opportunity not only to County Faculty members who already have on-going home buyer education programs but to County Faculty who are considering starting one in their counties.  

On the second day, the training will focus on more detail issues related to healthy home maintenance.  Critical indoor environment quality issues will be addressed. Health impacts of air pollutants and home maintenance advices will be delivered. Also, trainings for energy efficiency and hurricane preparedness will be also provided. As a part of energy efficiency training, a presentation of Window Film Certification system will provided in addition to other energy saving home maintenance tips.

Tentative Agenda:
Day 1.  Home Buyer Education

A.M.    -    Introduction

· Overview of Curriculum Contents

· Part 1. Home Buying Process 

P.M.    -     Part 2. Home Care and Maintenance

· Discussion
Day 2.  Critical Issues in Florida Housing
A.M.    -    Indoor Environment Quality (Lead, mold, etc.)




· Energy Efficiency  (Including window film certification)

P.M.    -     Hurricane Preparedness

· Lessons from Past, Best Practices

· Preparation
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