In-service Title:  Focus on Aquaculture Commodities: Shellfish Production and Restoration 
Agenda/Description of In-service:   

Wednesday, February 20, 2008:


Noon – 1:30 PM: Introduction to clam farming and the industry 
1:30 – 5:00 PM: Shellfish restoration session 
6:00 PM: Clam Bake

Thursday, February 21, 2008: 
 

8:00 – 10:30 AM: Tour of commercial facilities, clam leases, and shellfish restoration site 
10:30 AM – Noon: Presentations by extension faculty on shellfish aquaculture and restoration projects 
Noon – 4:00 PM:  Aquaculture Working Group Meeting

The training will include the following activities: 1) Presentations by faculty, including Leslie Sturmer, Dr. Shirley Baker, Dr. Denise Petty, Dr. Chuck Adams, and others, on the clam farming industry and applied research and extension programs ongoing in support of the industry; 2) Tour of UF/IFAS Shellfish Aquaculture Research and Education Facility; 3) Tour of commercial clam farms, nurseries, processing plant, and shellfish restoration site located in the area; 4) Presentations and panel discussion on shellfish restoration concepts and projects, ecological restoration objectives and measurements of success, permitting considerations, and funding opportunities. Speakers to include Bill Arnold, Fish and Wildlife Research Institute; Aswani Volety, Florida Gulf Coast University; Lisa Gregg, Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission; and Leslie Craig, NOAA Restoration Center; and, 5) Aquaculture Working Group meeting in which each member provides an annual update on their aquaculture programs and discussion of what activities the group can jointly address, as well as identification of common needs and resources. 

Dates of In-Service: Wednesday, February 20, 2008, Noon – Thursday, February 21, 2008, 4:00 PM

Lodging: Extension faculty are to obtain their own lodging in Cedar Key. It is recommended that you make reservations as soon as possible. Contact Park Place Motel (352-543-5737, $67.50/night for 1-2 people) or Old Fenimore Mill Condominiums (352-543-9803, $115/night for 2-3 people). For additional motels in area, please contact agent below.
A working lunch will be provided each day for a nominal fee.  The clam bake is provided courtesy of the Shellfish Aquaculture Extension Program.

Primary contact person:  Leslie Sturmer, Shellfish Aquaculture Extension Program, Cedar Key 

Telephone:  352-543-5057
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