In-service Title: Water Quality Sampling and Analysis

Agenda/Description of In-service: The training will include lectures addressing water quality regulations, hydrology, related internet resources, water quality monitoring technology, South Florida Water Management District  water quality monitoring program, and the Florida BMP program.  In addition, attendees will complete hands-on sampling and sample analysis.  Samples will be collected at various locations and evaluated with state-of-the-art equipment located at Tropical Research and Education Center (TREC).  The training will include  field trips to Everglades National Park (ENP), Biscayne National Park (BNP), and an airboat ride into the Everglades.  At each location, water samples will be collected using appropriate techniques by the attendees. These samples will then be analyzed in the water quality lab at TREC.

Proposed Location of In-Service: The UF-IFAS Tropical Research and Education Center (TREC, Homestead, FL) is located in the heart of many water issues.  Hence, the Natural Resources program at TREC has actively been involved in research, extension, and teaching activities related to south Florida’s water quantity and quality issues.  The experience and equipment available at TREC and TREC’s centralized location between the ENP and BNP provide a unique opportunity for educational outreach to IFAS extension agents and IFAS extension specialists.
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