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Cross-Cultural Skills Professional Development 
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Purpose and Objectives: 

Efforts to internationalize Florida Extension are designed to build the capacity of state and county faculty to more effectively serve the needs of an increasing diverse state clientele by: 

1)   developing cross-cultural skills of Extension faculty so that they are positioned to more effectively serve a changing 

demographic profile in the state; 

2)   building the strengths of Extension faculty to better support entrepreneurs in the agriculture, natural resources, food 

systems, and related sectors to claim their fair share of the global marketplace; 

3)   exposing Extension faculty to alternative Extension models and methodologies through travel to culturally different 

destinations and interaction with culturally different  colleagues; 

4)   challenging Extension faculty to apply their skills in new locations through travel and service-learning experiences 

globally. 

Agenda/Description of In-service: 

Exploring -Session I: Orientation to international extension programs, campus based October 30, 31 and Nov 1, 2007 Gainesville 

During Session I the learning team will: 

1.   Explore the personal and professional aspects of working in different socio-cultural contexts and in an 

international environment. 

2.   Address aspects of internationalizing extension including opportunities and constraints. 

3.   Be aware of institutional programs focused on internationalizing IFAS and their role and opportunities in that 

process. 

4.   Develop a team approach to enhance the learning experience. 

Tuesday
October 30  location - 1031 A, B McCarty Hall

1:00 pm
Welcome, Introductions and Expectations by the Participants  -  Dr. Pete Vergot

Internationalizing Florida Extension and Cross-Cultural Skills Overview 

Questions and Logistics - Dr. Pete Vergot 

evaluation Pre-assessment tool 

2:50 - 3:10 pm   break 

IFAS International Programs Overview

3:10 pm

4:30 pm

6:30 pm

8:30 pm


Dr. David J Sammons, Director

International Programs

2039 McCarty Hall D, PO Box 110282, Gainesville, FL 32611-0282

Email: sammons@ufl.edu Tel: (352) 392-1965

Closure and info for next day - Dr. Pete Vergot

Break for  check into hotel and dinner

Dinner as a Group,    international cuisine -

Team stays overnight at Cabot Lodge Gainesville

Phone: 352-375-2400; Fax: 352-332-2321

EMAIL: ekidwell@mmiemail.com     Web Site: http://www.cabotlodgegainesville.com/
IFAS Discounted Rate: $70.00/night plus taxes (9.25%) [Standard king or double room with two double beds]

TO MAKE A RESERVATION, CALL: (352) 375-2400.      Be sure to request the IFAS rate 
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Wednesday

8:00

8:15 am

9:30- 11:30 am




October 31 
location - 1031 D McCarty Hall

Overview for the Day  - Dr. Pete Vergot

Local Government Issues and Internationalizing Extension

Dr. Rodney L. Clouser (Rod), Professor

Food and Resource Economics

Specialty: Public Policy

1091 McCarty Hall, PO Box 110240, Gainesville, FL 32611-0240

Email: rclouser@ufl.edu Tel: (352) 392-1881 ext. 303

Cultural Issues in Extension

Eugene McAvoy (Gene), County Extension Director

Hendry County - South

PO Box 68, Labelle, FL 33975-0068

Email: gmcavoy@ufl.edu Tel: (863) 674-4092

What are the Key issues - participants response 

11:30 - 12:30pm Lunch Break - Reitz Union Food Court 

Teams work on International Exploration Project, 

5 teams 3 people each  ( we will have notebook PCs connected to the Web) 

Top Priorities of Costa Rican People

12:30 - 1:40 pm

1:40 - 2:40 pm

2:40 pm

3:10 - 4:10 pm

4:20 pm

6:30 pm

8:30 pm


Ecotourism of Costa Rica

Poster of Internationalizing Extension

- What is the current situation in List other countries Extension?

- What are other states Extension doing in International Extension Activities?

- What resources are available on the Web to assist in Internationalizing Extension?

Internationalizing Extension:    Nurturing our Communities in a Flat World

Dr. David J Sammons, Director

International Programs

2039 McCarty Hall D, PO Box 110282, Gainesville, FL 32611-0282

Email: sammons@ufl.edu Tel: (352) 392-1965

break

Internationalizing Florida Extension and Cross-Cultural Skills

Administration Perspective and Discussion

Dr. Millie Ferrer, Associate Dean and Professor

Office of Dean for Extension and Florida Cooperative Extension Office

1038 McCarty Hall, PO Box 110210, Gainesville, FL 32611-0210

Email: lmferrer@ufl.edu Tel: (352) 392-1761

Closure and info for next day - Dr. Pete Vergot

Break for dinner

Dinner as a Group, international cuisine - at ?

on your own Team stays overnight at  Cabot Lodge Gainesville 

Thursday       November 1     Fifield Hall       rooms 1306 & 1308
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Working in Different Cultures

8:15-9:15 am

9:15-9:45am

9:45-10:15 am

10:15 am

11:15 am

12:30 pm


Dr. Nayda I Torres, Professor and Chair,

Family Youth and Community Sciences

3001B McCarty Hall D, PO Box 110310, Gainesville, FL 32611-0310

Email: nitorres@ufl.edu Tel: (352) 392-1778

Teams 1, 2 reports - information found from the Wednesday session

break

Teams 3, 4 reports - information found from the Wednesday session

Final Discussions Dr. Pete  Vergot,

Group homework assignment for Session II

Preparing for the December 2,3 Session II

Feb 12-14 Session III in South Florida and Discussion on Session IV

Evaluation for the session-

Adjourn - have a safe trip home 
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