In-service Title: Marine and Coastal Contemporary Issues

Purpose and Objectives:  1) Review Sea Grant applied research and extension projects of Florida Sea Grant Extension Work Action Groups that have been implemented in 2007. 2) Provide current research, hands-on training and field trip on recreational fishing and ethical angling.  3) Facilitate communication and cooperation among Sea Grant county faculty and state specialists in extension activities.  4) Update and refine work action groups for planned 2008 county and state plans of work.

Agenda/Description of In-service: Discuss Florida marine and coastal contemporary issues being addressed by Sea Grant Faculty.   Faculty will  provide content knowledge and tools for agents to utilize that address these issues in county settings.    Speakers to include Dr. Chuck Adams (marine economics – recreational  fisheries, aquaculture), Dr. Bill Lindberg (fisheries and artificial reefs), Tom Ankersen (coastal law), Dr. Bob Swett (Waterfront Planning and Management), Leslie Sturmer, (Shellfish Aquaculture),  Dr. Courtney Ohs/Carlos Martinez (General Aquaculture), Dr. Mike Spranger (Ocean Observing Systems, International Programs,) and Steve Kearl, (recreational fisheries, Sea Grant communications).     General agenda is, as follows:  

Monday, October 22,  1:30 pm – 5:00 pm  Discussion of  major fisheries management and conservation issues, recreational fisheries, artificial reef, and aquaculture programs.

Tuesday, October 23, 8:00  am – 5:00 pm.  Demonstration, field-trip and hands-on training on teaching ethical angling protocols to recreational and commercial fishers.

Wednesday, October 24, 8:00 am – 5 pm..  Discussion of current artificial reefs, ocean observation, waterways management and clean boating partnerships, coastal hazards, coastal habitats and marine education issues.  

Thursday, October 25,  8 am - noon  Identification and development of Extension Action Work Groups on 2008 projects.
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