The goal of this program is to update county faculty on advances in biological control of insects in vegetable production, both in greenhouse and field production. The information presented will help county faculty answer questions from clientele and design pest management programs to include biological control. Increased emphasis on greenhouse vegetable production and organic vegetable production in Florida has created a need for more information about the use of biological controls for insect and mite pests.

Biological control of insects and mites in vegetables (1:30 to 5:00)
Introduction: Susan Webb (1:30-1:35)

Protected Agriculture
Dan Cantliffe, Professor and Chair, Horticultural Sciences Department, Gainesville (1:35-2:00)

"Augmented Biological Control of Insects Affecting Greenhouse Grown Vegetables"

Lance Osborne, Professor, Entomology, MFREC (2:05-2:30)

“Banker Plants in Greenhouse Biological Control and Biological Control of Broad Mites in Pepper Production”

Phil Stansly, Professor, Entomology, SWFREC (2:35-3:00)

"Biologically Based Management of Bemisia tabaci in Vegetable Greenhouse Production"

Break and Demonstrations (3:00-3:30)

Field-grown Vegetables
Susan Webb, Associate Professor. Entomology & Nematology Dept., Gainesville (3:35-3:45)

"Using Biological Control in Field-grown Vegetables: A Brief Review"

Joe Funderburk, Professor, Entomology, NFREC-Quincy (3:50-4:15)

"Pirate Bugs as Biological Controls of Thrips in Pepper"

Oscar Liburd, Associate Professor, Entomology & Nematology Dept., Gainesville (4:20-4:45)

'Results from biological control studies of twospotted spider mites using predatory mites' 

4:45-5:00 Discussion
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