IST#  26030


Itinerary: “Spotlight on Excellence in Multi-state Forage Production”

UF, UGA and AU
Thursday, March 16th
3:00 pm EST

Madison County Extension Office, Madison County, Florida
902 College Avenue, Madison, FL

850-973-4138 
Tour several perennial peanut operations in the area.

**Agents please make your hotel reservations and arrange for roommates.

Hotel arrangements should be made for the night of March 16th in Madison, Florida at the 
Holiday Inn Express 850-973-2020 (contact: Betty)
$73.00 Government rate, high speed wireless internet service and a continental breakfast

Friday March 17th 
9:00 am EST

The Green Hill Dairy, a forage-based dairy in Brooks County, Georgia. 
Lunch at Rosie’s
2:00 pm EST

Sweet Grass Dairy, a milk goat farm near Thomasville, Georgia. We will tour their facilities including their milk processing and cheese production area of their operation.
5:00 pm EST

Evaluation and outline of plans for 2007 Southern Pasture and Forage Crop Improvement Conference

5:30 pm EST

Adjourn 
Map of tour area: Madison, FL, Quitman and Thomasville, GA 
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Map to Madison County Extension Office
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March 16th
Perennial Peanut Tour, Madison, FL
At 3:00 pm EST we will meet at the Madison County, Florida Extension Office. From there we will visit several perennial peanut farms. Several farms have highly productive hay fields. One site has been experiencing limited productivity and disease incidence. We will discuss current fertility recommendations, pest control and recognized production practices. 
March 17th 
We will meet at the Madison County Extension Office at 8:30 am ET and travel to the Green Hill Dairy in Quitman, Georgia. For those of you joining us on Friday, please either plan to meet us at the Madison County Extension Office at 8:30 am or ask for directions to the Green Hill Dairy and plan to meet with the group there at 9:00 am.
Green Hill Dairy, Quitman, GA

During the morning of March 17th, we will visit a grazing dairy located near Quitman, Georgia. The Green Hill Dairy is milking 600 cows with a rolling herd average of 13,000 pounds of milk per day. This is a 330 acre dairy with 220 acres under irrigation. They utilize a Tifton 85 bermudagrass-based forage system and overseed with cereal rye and annual ryegrass for winter grazing. The bermudagrass is also overseeded with Durana white clover to reduced nitrogen needs. The clover contributes nitrogen to the grass component, improves the percentage of solids in the milk, decreases supplement needs, and appears to have increased daily milk production by 2 to 3 pounds per cow. Green Hill Dairy utilizes crossbreeding of dairy breeds to incorporate hybrid vigor into their herd and in recent years has used more Holstein sires. 

Sweet Grass Dairy, Thomasville, GA
During the afternoon, we will tour the Sweet Grass Dairy, a dairy goat farm, located near Thomasville, Georgia that produces gourmet cow and goat cheeses. Sweet Grass Dairy is owned and managed by Jessica and Jeremy Little.  The goat farm has about 150 goats on pasture that supply milk for goat cheeses. We will tour the pastures, dairy barn and goat cheese processing area. 

