Title: Florida Quail Short Course

Proposed Agenda/Description of Program: The program will take place at the DeSoto County Extension Office and surrounding ranchlands, 13-14 October 2005.  It will include a series of seminars, site visits, and demonstrations, specifically:

Day 1

Status, distribution, and thoughts on quail population declines in Florida—Tommy Hines, FL Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC)

Quail population declines and the Northern Bobwhite Conservation Initiative in Florida—Don McKenzie, Wildlife Management Institute/Northern Bobwhite Conservation Initiative

Quail facts—Bill Giuliano, IFAS

Predation & predator control—Bill Palmer, Tall Timbers Research Station

Fire ant effects & control—Roberto Pereira, USDA-ARS

Habitat assessment—Roger Wells, Quail Unlimited/National Habitat Coordinator

Mechanical treatments to improve forests and rangelands—George Tanner, IFAS

The importance and use of fire in forest and rangeland management—Scott Penfield, DOD/Avon Park

Quail and their management on ranchlands--experience and successes—Dave Delaney, King Ranch

Rangeland plants: identification and pros and cons for quail and livestock—Jim Selph, IFAS


Livestock & quail: can they co-exist?—Bill Giuliano, IFAS

Supplemental feeding: does it really help?—Bill Palmer, Tall Timbers Research Station

Food plots & agricultural crops: use and benefit for quail—Nigel Morris, FL Quail Unlimited

Pen-raised quail: their use and problems for wild birds—Jim Selph & Bill Giuliano, IFAS

Herbicides & quail—Scott Houston, BASF

Benefits of quail management practices to other species—Chuck McKelvy, FWC 

Quail hunting leases: how to use them as an alternative enterprise—Wayne Zahn, Lykes Bros. Ranch

Shooting preserves: how to use them as an alternative enterprise—Jim Selph, IFAS

Regulations regarding quail hunting, leases, and shooting preserves—Nick Wiley, FWC

Quality hunting issues—Carlos Alfonso, UF; Dick Corbett, FWC; Ben Hill Griffin; and others

Panel Discussion: What is the future of quail and quail hunting in Florida?—Will Sheftall leading the speakers listed above and numerous Florida landowners, managers, and quail enthusiasts

Day 2

Site visits to 2 ranches—providing “hands-on” experience with all topics covered during Day 1.

.

Contact person: Bill Giuliano (Chair), Jim Selph (Co-chair), and Will Sheftall (Co-chair)

Telephone: 352-846-0575, 863-993-4846, and 850-487-3003

Email: giulianob@wec.ufl.edu,  jselph@ifas.ufl.edu,  wlsheftall@ifas.ufl.edu
