A watershed approach to water quality:
what is it and what can we do with it?

UF-IFAS Extension In-Service Training

Florida Medical Entomology Laboratory

Vero Beach, Florida

August 21, 2002

Agenda (details subject to change):

	Session
	Topic & subtopics
	Presenters

	0800-1030
	What is a watershed approach and why worry
	Mark Clark

	
	· operational definitions
	Chuck Jacoby

	
	· core concepts, including:
	Sanjay Shukla

	
	- watershed hydrology
	Chris Wilson

	
	- streams and water quality
	

	
	- management issues
	

	1045-1200
	Demonstrations of tools and techniques
	Mark Clark

	
	potential demonstrations include:
	Chuck Jacoby

	
	· rain harvesting
	Liberta Scotto

	
	· water quality measurements
	Sanjay Shukla

	
	· effects of land use
	Chris Wilson

	1300-1600
	Field trip: applying the day’s discussions
	Mark Clark

	
	
	Chuck Jacoby

	
	
	Liberta Scotto

	
	
	Sanjay Shukla

	
	
	Chris Wilson


Purpose:

This in-service training provides a base for agents aiming to develop and implement extension and outreach programs dealing with water quality from a watershed perspective. It represents a first step in a statewide, collaborative effort aimed at fostering and enhancing such programs.

Objectives:

‘Good’ water is a critical resource that is under threat. People depend on ‘good’ water for drinking, agricultural use, recreation, and many other activities. Equally as important, ‘good’ water supports ‘healthy’ ecosystems. In Florida and all around the world, people are seeing ‘good’ water turn bad, and considerable effort and expense is going into management of water quality.

We are increasingly recognizing that water quality is not solely the result of ‘local’ activities and management; it is the integration of activities and management within a system, or watershed. Thus, those who seek to maintain or improve water quality need an understanding of how watersheds work, how people affect basic watershed processes, and how we can manage our actions within a watershed to maintain or improve water quality.

This in-service training addresses some of the key issues surrounding a watershed approach to water quality. It is designed to ‘get participants on the same page’ with regard to core competencies, alert participants to existing resources, and lay the groundwork for future collaborative efforts to improve the public’s understanding and involvement in watershed approaches to water quality. The objectives of the training are:

· to provide operational definitions of key terms and concepts as a way of improving communication about watershed issues;

· to summarize knowledge of key watershed components and processes as they relate to water quality, as a way of generating understanding of watershed issues;

· to promulgate sources of further information on watersheds, as used in the management of water quality, as a way of equipping participants with useful tools for incorporating watershed thinking in extension and outreach programs; and

· to identify needs as a way of targeting ongoing collaborative efforts among at least two State Major Programs, FL316 and FL412.
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